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RESEARCH ASSISTANT 

Professor Sendhil Mullainathan (Chicago Booth) is looking for part-time research assistants to join a project 
that rethinks how experts communicate their expertise.  This position can start this summer and will likely 
continue at least until the end of the calendar year.  It will require on average a commitment of at least 10 
hours/week. 

Right now, experts rely on passive media—books, videos, etc.—to communicate their expertise.  These 
media have a linear structure that can’t accommodate the underlying complexity of true expertise.  Put 
another way, a reader can’t ask a book a question.  This project seeks to create an active form of media that a 
reader can interrogate, because it encodes the formulae and rules that make up expertise in a particular area. 

Our first test case will be to create an “active” chocolate chip cookie recipe, which allows authors to write 
rules and use databases that will let readers do things like suggest substitutions (what happens if I use 
margarine instead of butter?) and set outcomes (chewy vs crispy).  We need RAs who can survey recipes 
currently available and create databases and rules from that information.  Experience in and enthusiasm for 
baking is a prerequisite.  Experience coding may be useful, but isn’t at all necessary.  The RAs hired to this 
position may eventually interface with the researchers who will be coding this platform, advising them as it’s 
built and testing the platform once it exists, but they will not be doing any of the coding themselves. 

If interested, please email a CV, a statement of interest and experience, and a copy of your go-to chocolate 
chip cookie recipe to stephen.lamb@chicagobooth.edu.  
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